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Aesop’s Fables from the Public Domain Modern English Text Collection

The Mole and his Mother Apex New Ultra Italic 28/36 points

A mole, a creature blind from birth, once 
said to his Mother: “I am sure that I can 
see, Mother!” In the desire to prove to him 
his mistake, his Mother placed before him 
a few grains of frankincense, and asked, 

“What is it?’ The young Mole said, “It is a 
pebble.” His Mother exclaimed: “My son, I 
am afraid that you are not only blind, but 
that you have lost your sense of smell.”

The Thief and the Innkeeper

A thief hired a room in a tavern and stayed a while in the hope of stealing something which should enable 

him to pay his reckoning. When he had waited some days in vain, he saw the Innkeeper dressed in a new 

and handsome coat and sitting before his door. The Thief sat down beside him and talked with him. As 

the conversation began to flag, the Thief yawned terribly and at the same time howled like a wolf. The 

Innkeeper said, “Why do you howl so fearfully?’ “I will tell you,” said the Thief, “but first let me ask you 

to hold my clothes, or I shall tear them to pieces. I know not, sir, when I got this habit of yawning, nor 

whether these attacks of howling were inflicted on me as a judgment for my crimes, or for any other 

cause; but this I do know, that when I yawn for the third time, I actually turn into a wolf and attack men.” 

With this speech he commenced a second fit of yawning and again howled like a wolf, as he had at first. 

The Innkeeper. hearing his tale and believing what he said, became greatly alarmed and, rising from his 

seat, attempted to run away. The Thief laid hold of his coat and entreated him to stop, saying, “Pray 

wait, sir, and hold my clothes, or I shall tear them to pieces in my fury, when I turn into a wolf.” At the 

same moment he yawned the third time and set up a terrible howl. The Innkeeper, frightened lest he 

should be attacked, left his new coat in the Thief’s hand and ran as fast as he could into the inn for safety. 

The Thief made off with the coat and did not return again to the inn. Every tale is not to be believed.

Apex New Ultra Italic 5.5/10 points
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The Two Pots Apex New Ultra Italic 8/15 points

A river carried down in its stream two Pots, one made of earthenware and 

the other of brass. The Earthen Pot said to the Brass Pot, “Pray keep at 

a distance and do not come near me, for if you touch me ever so slightly, 

I shall be broken in pieces, and besides, I by no means wish to come near 

you.” Equals make the best friends.

The Boy and the Nettles Apex New Ultra Italic 8.5/15 points

A boy was stung by a Nettle. He ran and told his Mother, saying, “Al-

though it hurts me very much, I only touched it gently.” “That is why 

it stung you,” said his Mother. “The next time you touch a Nettle, 

grasp it boldly, and it will be soft as silk, and will not in the least hurt 

you.” Whatever you do, do with all your might.

The Astronomer Apex New Ultra Italic 9/15 points

An astronomer used to go out at night to observe the stars. One 

evening, as he wandered with his whole attention fixed on the 

sky, he fell accidentally into a deep well. While he lamented and 

bewailed his sores and bruises, and cried loudly for help, a neigh-

bor ran to the well, and learning what had happened said: “Hark 

ye, old fellow, why, in striving to pry into what is in heaven, do 

you not manage to see what is on earth?’

The Belly and the Members Apex New Ultra Italic 9.5/15 points

The members of the Body rebelled against the Belly, and 
said, “Why should we be perpetually engaged in administer-
ing to your wants, while you do nothing but take your rest, 
and enjoy yourself in luxury and self-indulgence?’ The Mem-
bers carried out their resolve and refused their assistance to 
the Belly. The whole Body quickly became debilitated, and 
the hands, feet, mouth, and eyes, when too late, repented of 
their folly.

The Frogs’ Complaint Against the Sun Apex New Ultra Italic 10/15 

points

Once upon a time, when the Sun announced his intention to take 

a wife, the Frogs lifted up their voices in clamor to the sky. Jupi-

ter, disturbed by the noise of their croaking, inquired the cause 

of their complaint. One of them said, “The Sun, now while he is 

single, parches up the marsh, and compels us to die miserably in 

our arid homes. What will be our future condition if he should be-

get other suns?’

The Dog and the Shadow Apex New Ultra Italic 10.5/15 points

A dog, crossing a bridge over a stream with a piece of 
flesh in his mouth, saw his own shadow in the water and 
took it for that of another Dog, with a piece of meat 
double his own in size. He immediately let go of his own, 
and fiercely attacked the other Dog to take his larger 
piece. He thus lost both: that which he grasped at in the 
water, because it was a shadow; and his own, because 
the stream swept it away.

The Boy Bathing Apex New Ultra Italic 11/15 points

A boy bathing in a river was in danger of being 
drowned. He called out to a passing traveler for help, 
but instead of holding out a helping hand, the man 
stood by unconcernedly, and scolded the boy for his 
imprudence. “Oh, sir!” cried the youth, “pray help me 
now and scold me afterwards.” Counsel without help 
is useless.

The Lamp Apex New Ultra Italic 11.5/15 points

A lamp, soaked with too much oil and flaring 
brightly, boasted that it gave more light than the 
sun. Then a sudden puff of wind arose, and the 
Lamp was immediately extinguished. Its owner lit 
it again, and said: “Boast no more, but henceforth 
be content to give thy light in silence. Know that 
not even the stars need to be relit”

The Bald Knight Apex New Ultra Italic 12/15 points

A bald knight, who wore a wig, went out to hunt. 
A sudden puff of wind blew off his hat and wig, at 
which a loud laugh rang forth from his compan-
ions. He pulled up his horse, and with great glee 
joined in the joke by saying, “What a marvel it is 
that hairs which are not mine should fly from me, 
when they have forsaken even the man on whose 
head they grew.”

The Two Bags Apex New Ultra Italic 12.5/15 points

An old woman found an empty jar which had 
been full of prime old wine and which still re-
tained the fragrant smell of its former con-
tents. She greedily placed it several times to 
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ų v w ẃ ẁ ŵ ẅ x y ý ỳ ÿ ŷ ỹ  y ý ỳ ÿ ŷ ỹ  ĳ z ź ž ż ð ŋ þ ʒ ǯ ə a á à â ä ã å ǎ ā ă ȃ   ǻ ǟ ą æ ǽ ǣ b c ć

ĉ č ċ ç d ď ḑ ḍ đ e é è ê ë ě ē ĕ ȇ  ė   ę f g ǵ ĝ ǧ ğ ġ ģ ǥ h ĥ  ḥ  ħ i í ì î ï ĩ ǐ ī ĭ ȋ  i į j ĵ ǰ k ǩ ķ  ƙ ĸ l

ĺ ľ ļ ļ ḷ ḹ ŀ ł mṃn ń  ň  ñ  ṅ ņ ņ ṇ  o ó ò ô ö õ ǒ ō ŏ ȏ ő       ọ ǫ ǭ ø ǿ œ p  q r ŕ

ř ȓ  ŗ ŗ ṛ ṝ s ś ŝ š ș ş ṣ t ť ţ ţ ṭ ŧ u ú ù û ü ũ ů ǔ ū ŭ ȗ ű  ụ  ų vwẃẁŵẅx y ý ỳ ÿ ŷ ỹ  ĳ z ź ž

ż ð ŋ þ ʒ ǯ ə ª � º abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz fb ffb ff fh ffh fi ffi fj ffj fk ffk fl ffl ft fft fı ffı ftt tt & && ´ ` ˆ ¨

˜ ˚ ˇ ´ ¯ ˘  ˝  ˙  ¸  ˛ ̣ ̩ ̓ ´ ` ˆ ¨ ˜ ˚ ˇ ¯ ˘  ˝  ˙ . , : ; … ! ¡ ¡ ? ¿ ¿ ‽ ¿¡  * † ‡ § ¶ ^ ~ _  ＿ ' " @@

© ®   ™ ℠ € $ ¢ £ ƒ ¥ ₡ ₢ ₣ ₤ ₦₧₨₩₪₮₱ ฿ # 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 € $ ¢ £ ƒ ¥ ₡ ₢ ₣ ₤ ₦₧₨₩₪

₮₱ ฿ # 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 € $ ¢ £ ƒ ¥ ₡ ₢ ₣ ₤ ₦₧₨₩₪₮₱฿# 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ⁺ ⁻ ⁼ ⁽ ⁾ 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ₊ ₋ ₌ ₍ ₎ 0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 + − = ( ) ⁄ ¼½¾%‰%‰%‰№¤ℓ℮ ♭ ♮ ♯ ←→↑↓↖↗↘↙●○□■▪

▫  ◀▶▲▼◤◥◢◣★☼☾♻♼♽♠♣♥♦ + − ± × ÷ = ≠ ≈ < > ≤ ≥+−×÷=<>µπ ¬∞ ∂ ∫

√∆Ω∏∑◊ ° ‘ ’ “ ” ‚ „ ‘ “ ‹ › « » ‹ › « » / \ |  ¦ • · -  – —‒― · -­  –  — ‒ ( ) [ ] { } 〈 〉 ( ) [ ] { } 〈 〉

Apex New Ultra Italic 12/20 points

For evaluation only, type & graphics © Village

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
0123456789 & 0123456789 & 0123456789
Apex New Ultra Italic 24/30 points


