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Light
Regular
Medium

Semibold
Bold

Black

Light Italic
Regular Italic
Medium Italic

Semibold Italic
Bold Italic

Black Italic

STYLES

12 feature-rich styles: 6 weights in Roman and Italic with built-in Small Capitals,  

Stylistic Alternates & extensive language support
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Financier Text

Financier Display

8 feature-rich styles: 4 weights in Roman and Italic with built-in Small Caps, 

Stylistic Alternates & extensive language support

12 feature-rich styles: 6 weights in Roman and Italic with built-in Small 

Capitals, Stylistic Alternates & extensive language support
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Financier Text & Display
Financier is a new typeface family drawn for the redesign of the Financial Times (FT),  
which was launched in September 2014. It comprises two complementary sets of styles:  
Financier Display and Financier Text. Kevin Wilson and Mark Leeds provided design  
direction over the course of several months.

The brief was to produce a sharper, more modern newspaper that shows off the FT’s 
strengths in reporting, analysis and visual journalism. The newspaper needed to be more 
than just a snapshot of the website at a particular point in the day, but an edited  
selection of the best the FT has to offer. It needed to complement FT.com and provide  
a competitive ‘finite’ read of ‘what you need to know’ each day.

Previously the FT was a traditional eight-column broadsheet with the intense, crammed  
typography endemic to newspapers. Kevin wanted to explore a wider grid for a cleaner, 
more relaxed design—providing breathing room for articles and greater separation  
between news and analysis. The previous typographic palette consisted of the excellent  
Miller, Benton Sans and Clarion.
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The previous eight-column grid (left) compared to the new six-column grid (right).
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The FT wanted an elegant, authoritative serif with the versatility to handle news and 
features in the arts, science and sport—as well as finance. Furthermore, the typeface  
had work across media, from wide-printed broadsheets to narrow mobile screens. 

Our initial discussions started with the relative merits and drawbacks of Tiempos Text 
and Tiempos Headline. My first concept was essentially a contemporary Old Style:  
a rationalised Caslon filtered through the plain pragmatism of Imprint. The press tests 
quickly nipped it in the bud: compared to Tiempos, it felt too bookish, too delicate,  
too ‘slow’. This false start helped hone the intent of the typeface. Mark noted that  

This initial Old Style concept was rejected.
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to signal the FT’s new direction, the typeface needed to move away from Miller towards 
something sharper at small sizes. He suggested exploring an option without ball  
terminals. This single comment from Mark was key.

Samples from Linotype Newspaper Body Faces. From the top: Textype (1929), Ionic Nº5 (1925), Paragon (1935), Opticon (1935).  
A festival of ball terminals.
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The majority of newspaper typefaces have ball terminals —it’s part of their heritage.  
I found it surprisingly difficult to move away from them; I really had to re-evaluate my 
assumptions on the genre. Gerard Unger has made several idiosyncratic newspaper  
typefaces (which are fantastic) without ball terminals, but he’s an exception. So I started 
scratching around for good models that fitted the bill: something with decent proportions 
for newspaper text and headlines, without ball terminals, that could support a range  
of weights and would work well on digital screens. As a bonus, something with British 
heritage would be ideal.

Gill’s typefaces: Perpetua (top), Solus (middle) and Joanna (bottom).
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I settled upon Eric Gill’s work, particularly Solus, Joanna and Perpetua. I quickly roughed 
out a Text and Display cut over a couple of days. Broadly speaking, Financier Text follows 
aesthetic cues from Solus and Joanna, and Financier Display follows Perpetua.

I’ve never really been a fan of Perpetua as a text typeface. It’s fussy, sharp and a bit  
awkward. But as a titling typeface, especially in all-caps, it’s utterly elegant. The  
awkwardness recedes into a stately charm; it’s taut, warm and undeniably British. It’s  
got Gill’s fingerprints all over it and that’s totally fine. You can sense the innate inscrip-
tional quality, informed by Gill’s years of masterful stone carving. It was an excellent 
starting point for Financier Display.

Perpetua specimen from The Fleuron No. 7, 1930.



vllg.comABOUTKLIM Financier Display

My first drawing for the Display was very sharp. Too sharp. The Display styles had to 
work at 18pt at the smallest size, and this simply fell apart. We wanted to keep the letter-
forms keen but needed to reduce the contrast. This was a slight contradiction, leaving 
me in a bit of a quandary. After several attempts to find the correct contrast, I struck 
upon the idea of keeping only the joins sharp. This worked a treat: the serifs and hair-
lines could be beefed up, whilst the joins imparted the necessary sharpness.

The first drawing of Financier Display Regular (top) compared to the final (bottom).
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Gill’s sketch for Solus (top). Monotype Serious Nº 276, Solus, from The Specimen Book of Monotype Printing Type, Vol. 2 (bottom).

Solus is a wonderful typeface. It has all the distinct Gill traits. It’s spare, elegant and  
robust. It’s aged very well and its bones are still sound. What struck me about  
Solus was its aesthetic efficiency. It’s very basic, as if Gill has taken the concept of a  
classic serif text typeface, blown the dust off, and reduced it to its bare minimum.
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A comparison of proportions between Financier Text Regular (left) and Tiempos Text Regular (right).

I decided that the Financier Text styles didn’t need to be typically “newspaper”. Tiempos 
Text, for example, is a newspaper typeface with all the classic traits: narrow width,  
large x-height, small cap-height, open counters and robust serifs. It’s almost a cliché — 
any half-decent newspaper text typeface can be described as such.

I had to keep in mind that the FT grid was opening up, and that articles were moving 
towards a longer form. Mobile screens were also an important consideration — in portrait 
they have a narrow horizontal width, but (theoretically) infinite vertical space due to 
scrolling. This informed the expected horizontal efficiency of the letterforms, but allowed 
the x-height to be lowered and the ascenders to be a touch taller. This effectively took 
the typeface away from typical newspaper proportions towards something more elegant.
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A comparison between the printed type and the digital outlines.

Newsprint is a brutish environment for typefaces. Outlines get distorted; small gaps get 
filled in; and black ink turns grey and bleeds all over the shop. Despite this, none of  
the Financier Text letterforms have so-called ink traps. Their joins are deep and sharp, 
like Financier Display, but in this case they’re designed to anticipate the ink. They’re 
complemented by flat, unbracketed serifs and beaked terminals that also serve as robust 
countermeasures. This is where the plain pragmatism of Solus really shines through.
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An array of Gill’s numerals.
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Numbers are very important to the FT. Prices, dates, percentages, stock listings — most 
articles have a healthy fistful of figures. I love drawing numbers. They’re a special  
part of a typeface family. Thankfully Gill drew some pretty wild numbers during his  
career, providing fertile raw material for inspiration.

Lining and old-style numerals from Financier Display Medium (above) and Text Regular (below).
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A selection of Gill’s Italics across various styles.
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Gill’s numerals are distinctive: the flat-top 3, dynamic 5, three-quarter-height old-style  
2, and the graceful sweep of the 6 and 9. These characteristics all help to differentiate 
one from the other, which is especially important for numerical data — numbers are ‘read’ 
differently to words. Because the ascenders are taller than the cap-height in Financier 
Text, default lining numerals (and, incidentally, things like acronyms) harmonise rather 
nicely in running text.  

A comparison of italics in Financier Display Regular (top) and Text Regular (below).
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I’m not sure why Gill’s idiosyncratic Italics tend toward ‘sloped Romans’. Perhaps they’re 
influenced by his inscriptional work and aesthetic pragmatism. They’re typically narrow 
with a slight incline. They have a frugal, staccato grace, creating a formal typographic 
atmosphere that never feels dry. They’re definitely on the right side of boring—so plain 
they’re interesting. It took me a while to get my head around them.

In both Financier Text and Display I’ve tried to reconcile the aesthetic of mechanically 
sloped Romans and ‘proper’ italics. They have the occasional flourish; the f, g and k  
are a nod to Gill’s work— necessary counterpoints to the neatness of the remaining  
letterforms. The Text Italic styles take the sloped Roman concept as a starting point and 
remove just enough extraneous detail to make them convincing. Happily, they have no 
trouble coping with harsh printing.

A comparison of proportions and details between Financier Text Regular (left) and Financier Display Regular (right).
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The Display Italics are more fluid and detailed. The residual Roman baseline serifs on 
the h, k, m and n are a sly wink to Gill. And that g… I’ve never drawn one quite like it. 
It’s a beautiful shape — strange and classy all at once. I still can’t believe it was approved!

This is the first time I’ve made a typeface family with ‘visually compatible rather than  
consistent’ ¹ text and display styles. They feel like they belong together, rather than  
merely looking similar. A ‘consistent’ family, for example, would be Tiempos Text and 
Headline — the Headline styles are derived specifically from the Text styles. It’s been  
an interesting and rather liberating approach.

To finish, I must extend my sincere compliments to Kevin and Mark. They are  
simply wonderful clients, which has been clear in our discussions and design process: 
considered, thoughtful, and productive, despite the antisocial time differences.  
I appreciate their trust, and hope that I have responded with appropriate typefaces.

 ¹For a deeper understanding of the intricacies of Text and  
Display typeface design, please refer to the excellent Size-Specific 
adjustments to type designs by Tim Ahrens & Shoko Mugikura.

Perpetua®, Solus® and Joanna® are Trademarks of The Monotype 
Corporation. All other trademarks are the property of their  
respective owners.
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ABCDEFG
HIJKLMN
OPQRSTU

VWXYZ

UPPERCASE / Light / 130 pt.
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ABBCDDEF
GHIJKLMN
OPPQRRST
UVWXYZ
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aabccdefgh
ijklmnopqr
sstuvwxyz

LOWERCASE / Bold / 130 pt.
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abcdefghi
jklmnopqr
stuvwxyz

LOWERCASE / Medium Italic / 130 pt.
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abcdefg
hijklmn
opqrstu

vwxyz

SMALL CAPITALS / Black / 130 pt.
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abBcdDef
ghijklmn
opPqrRst
uvwxyz

SMALL CAPITALS / Light Italic / 130 pt.
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ABYSSOPELAGIC
BARODYNAMICS
CALCOGRAPHER
DEFERVESCENCE
ECTYPOGRAPHY
FALSILOQUENCE
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GALEANTHROPY
HARUSPICATION
IAMBOGRAPHER
JUGLANDACEOUS
KINETHEODOLITE
LATITUDINARIAN
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Mnemotechnics
Nephelometeric
Omnicompetent
Panharmonicons
Quindecasyllabic
Rapprochements



vllg.comKLIM Financier Display TITLE CASE / Italic / 80 pt.

Salutiferously
Tephelometers
Ultimogeniture
Vertebriformical
Weatherometeric
Xanthospermous
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accrementition
batrachivorous
chalypsography
dactylioglyphics
equiponderation
frumentaceously
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galactophorous
haematogenesis
ichthyotoxismaly
jiggery-pokerings
kephalonomanced
lampadedromically
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Macadamized
Noctidiurnal
Octonocular
Paleobotanic
Quadrennium
remontantly
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Saltationism
Tegestologic
Underbreath
Vectorscopics
Worsification
Xanthometer
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CONTINGENCY FUNDS

EARNING PER SHARE (EPS)

Domestic Institutional

Finite Risk Insurance Policy

Bancassured
ARBITRAGE

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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INTRODUCTION NOTE

KEYNESIAN FISCAL PLANS

Joint & Survivor Policy

Law of Supply and Demand

Hedge Fund
GEOMETRIC

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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£8B OFFER FOR SALE

QUOTE DRIVEN MARKETS

Perceived Value Prices

Rate of Return Regulations

Net National
MULTICAPS

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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ULTRAFAST TRADES

WAIVER OF SUBROGATION

Value Reporting Form

Xenocurrency markets down

Target Firm
SATISFICED

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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CALCULATION AGENT

EATING SOMEONE’S LUNCH

Day Count Conventions

Federal Direct Loan Programs

Bait & Switch
ABENOMICS

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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ICELANDIC KRÓNUR

KNOWLEDGE ECONOMICS

Joint Probability Rate

Leading Lipstick Indicators

Heavy Effect
GAZUNDER

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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OCCURENCE POLICY

7 QUADRIX VALUATIONS 

Partnership Contracts

Real Economic Growth Rate

Nikkei Index
MITIGATED

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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VALOREN NUMBERS

KNOWLEDGE ECONOMICS

Walrasian Market Cap

X-Mark Signatory Necessary

Unauthorize
S-3 FILINGS

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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COASE THEORITICS

EMERGING MARKETS UP 

Demand Curve Pivots

First-Mover Real Advantage

Brand Share
AMORTIZE

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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INTANGIBLE ASSET

KAIRI RELATIVE INDICES 

January Effect Evident

Laws of Diminishing Returns

Hard Money
GAMBLING

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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OPEN-MARKET COST

QUALIFIED DISCLAIMERS

Purchasing Power Parity

Real Gross Domestic Product

Neo-Classical
MONOPOLY

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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ULTIMATE NET LOSS

WAIVER OF EXEMPTIONS

 Venture Capital Funding

X-Efficiency Leibenstein 1966

 Tax Efficiency
STABILIZED

90 Point / Display

50 Point / Display

40 Point / Display
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LIGATURES

fi fl ff ffi ffl fb ffb ffh ffï ffj ffk fh fï fj fk

ALTERNATE a 

Stylistic Set 01; Roman

SWASH B 

Stylistic Set 01; Italic

Off

Off

Off

Off

Off

Off Off

Off

Off

On

On

On

On

On

On On

On

On

CASE-SPECIFIC PUNCTUATION

‹› «» ¡ ¿ @ () [] {} - – —

ALTERNATE c 

Stylistic Set 02; Roman

SWASH D 

Stylistic Set 02; Italic

SMALL CAPITALS

Access: Opentype or glyph palette

ALTERNATE s 

Stylistic Set 03; Roman

SWASH P 

Stylistic Set 03; Italic

first

abacus

Bee

«Hello»

cadence

Day Pop

Letters

sentry

first

abacus

Bee

«HELLO»

cadence

Day Pop

Letters

sentry
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SWASH R 

Stylistic Set 04; Italic

LOCALISED ACCENTS FOR ROMÂNĂ 

Access: Opentype or glyph palette

Off

Off

Off

Off

On

On

On

On

PROPORTIONAL OLDSTYLE

Access: Opentype or glyph palette

FRACTIONS

¼ ½ ¾ ⅓ ⅔ ⅛ ⅜ ⅝ ⅞ 

Red

şi

1234567

1/2

Red

și

1234567

1/2

Off On

SUPERSCRIPTS 

Access: Opentype or glyph palette

Vol. 1, p31 Vol. 1, p3¹ 
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ACCENTED CHARACTERS

ÀÁÂÃÄÅĀĂĄÆǼĆĈĊČÇ
ĎĐÈÉÊËĒĔĖĚĘĜĞĠĢ

ĤĦ Ì Í Î Ï Ĩ Ī Ĭ Į İ ĴĶĹĻĽĿŁŃŇÑŅŊ 
ÒÓÔÕÖŌŎŐØǾŒŔŖŘ

ŚŜŠŞȘŤŦŢȚÙÚÛŨÜŮŪŬŲŰ
ẀẂẄŴỲÝŸŹŻŽÐÞ



vllg.comKLIM Financier Display CHARACTER SET / Lowercase

ACCENTED CHARACTERS

àáâãäåāăąàáâãäåāăąæǽ 
ćĉċčçćĉċčçďđèéêëēĕėěę 

ĝğġģĥħìí î ï ĩ ī ĭ į ı ĵ ȷķ
ĺļľŀłńňñņŋòóôõöōŏőøǿœ
ŕŗřśšŝşșśšŝşșßťŧţț
ùúûũüůūŭųűẁẃẅŵ

ỳýŷÿźżžþð
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ACCENTED CHARACTERS

àáâãäåāăąæǽćĉċčç
ďđèéêëēĕėěęĝğġģ
ĥħìí î ï ĩ ī ĭ įiĵķĺļľŀł

ńňñņŋòóôõöōŏőøǿœ
ŕŗřśšŝşșssťŧţț
ùúûũüůūŭųű

ẁẃẅŵỳýŷÿźżžþð
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PROPORTIONAL LINING NUMERALS
These are the default figures

0123456789
PROPORTIONAL OLDSTYLE NUMERALS

0123456789
SUPERSCRIPTS

¹²³
FRACTIONS

Prebuilt fractions: half, thirds, quarter & eighths 

1/2 ⅓ ⅔ ¼ ¾ ⅛ ⅜ ⅝ ⅞
LIGATURES

fb ff fh fï fi fj fk fl 
ffb ffh ffï ffi ffj ffk ffl
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PUNCTUATION & SYMBOLS

´`˝ˆˇ˘˜¯¨˙˚���˛¸
. , : ; … ! ¡ ! ¡ ? ¿ ? ¿ ‘ ’ ‚ “ ” „ ‹ › « »
§¶&& * † ‡ _ ^ ° ~ ' "
# ⁄ %‰ª º@©®™
( ) [ ] { } / | \ · • - – — 
+−±÷ × = < > ≤ ≥ ≈ ≠

CURRENCY

$ ¢ £ ¥ €
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CESKY

Všeobecnou deklaraci lidských práv jakožto
společný cíl pro všechny národy a 

 všechny státy za tím účelem, aby se každý 
 jednotlivec a každý orgán společnosti, 

 maje tuto deklaraci stále na mysli.

DANSK

 Plenarforsamlingen derfor nu denne 
 verdenserklæring om menneskerettighederne  

som et fælles mål for alle folk og alle 
nationer med det formål, at ethvert menneske 

og ethvert samfundsorgan.
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DEUTSCH

Verkündet die Generalversammlung diese  
Allgemeine Erklärung der Menschenrechte  

als das von allen Völkern und Nationen  
zu erreichende gemeinsame Ideal, damit jeder  

einzelne und alle Organe der Gesellschaft.

ESPAÑOL

La Asamblea General proclama la presente  
Declaración Universal de Derechos Humanos  

como ideal común por el que todos los 
pueblos y naciones deben esforzarse, a fin de  

que tanto los individuos.
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FINNISH

Antaa tämän ihmisoikeuksien yleismaail-
mallisen julistuksen kaikkien kansojen 
ja kaikkien kansakuntien tavoiteltavaksi  

yhteiseksi ohjeeksi, jotta kukin yksilö 
ja kukin yhteiskuntaelin pyrkisi, pitäen alati.

FRANÇAIS

L’Assemblée générale proclame la présente  
Déclaration universelle des droits de  

l’homme comme l’idéal commun à atteindre  
par tous les peuples et toutes les nations  

afin que tous les individus et tous les organes.
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ĺSLENSKA

Fyrir því hefur allsherjarþing Sameinuðu  
þjóðanna fallizt á mannréttindayfirlýsingu þá,  
sem hér með er birt öllum þjóðum og ríkjum 

til fyrirmyndar. Skulu einstaklingar og  
yfirvöld jafnan hafa yfirlýsingu þessa í huga.

NYNORSK

Den internasjonale fråsegna om menneskerettane,  
som skal peike mot eit sams mål for alle  

folk og nasjonar. Fråsegna må alltid vere i tankane  
til den einskilde og dei styrande og få dei  

til å styrkje vørdnaden.
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POLSKI

Przeto zgromadzenie ogólne Ogłasza 
Uroczyście niniejszą Powszechną Deklarację Praw  

Człowieka jako wspólny najwyższy 
cel wszystkich ludów i wszystkich narodów, 

aby wszyscy ludzie i wszystkie organy.

PORTUGUESE

Todos os seres humanos podem invocar os 
direitos e as liberdades proclamados na 

presente Declaração, sem distinção alguma,  
nomeadamente de raça, de cor, de sexo,  

de língua, de religião.  
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SVENSKA

Envar är berättigad till alla de fri- och  
rättigheter, som uttalas i denna förklaring,  

utan åtskillnad av något slag, såsom  
ras, hudfärg, kön, språk, religion, politisk eller  

annan uppfattning, nationellt eller socialt. 

TÜRKÇE

İnsanlik topluluğunun bütün fertleriyle 
uzuvlarının bu beyannameyi daima  

gözönünde tutarak öğretim ve eğitim yoluyla  
bu haklar ve hürriyetlere saygıyı  

geliştirmeye, gittikçe artan milli ve.
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SUPPORTED LANGUAGES

Financier Display offers extensive language support…

ISO 8859–1 / Latin1

Afrikaans, Albanian, Basque, Breton, Catalan, Danish, English  

(UK & US), Faroese, Galician, German, Icelandic, Irish  

(new orthography), Italian, Kurdish (The Kurdish Unified Alphabet), 

Latin (basic classical orthography), Leonese, Luxembourgish  

(basic classical orthography), Norwegian (Bokmål & Nynorsk), 

Occitan, Portuguese (Portuguese & Brazilian), Rhaeto-Romanic, 

Scottish Gaelic, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish & Walloon

ISO 8859–2 / Latin2

Bosnian, Croatian, Czech, German, Hungarian, Polish,  

Romanian, Serbian (when in the Latin script), Slovak, Slovene,  

Upper Sorbian & Lower Sorbian

ISO 8859–3 / Latin3

Esperanto, Maltese, Turkish

ISO 8859–4 / Latin4

Estonian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Greenlandic & Sami

ISO 8859–9 / Latin5

Turkish

ISO 8859–10 / Latin6

Nordic languages

Financier Display is available as a cross-platform OpenType font. It is available 
in 6 feature-rich weights in Roman & Italic with built-in Small Caps and stylistic  
alternates. Financier Display can be purchased as a stand-alone family, or as a 
Superset bundled with Financier Text. 

Details / 2016
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